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STATEMENT ON GOVERNOR ELIOT SPITZER’S  

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS 
January 9, 2008 

 
The New Yorkers for Responsible Lending (NYRL) Steering 
Committee praises Governor Spitzer for calling attention to the 
foreclosure crisis in his State of the State address today.   
 
NYRL strongly urges Gov. Spitzer to work with the NYS 
Legislature to enact the Responsible Lending Act (A. 8972).  The 
Act would include many of the Governor’s stated legislative goals, 
such as requiring lenders to verify affordability of all loans before 
they are made.  The Act would also ensure that New York 
homeowners can defend themselves in foreclosure actions brought 
by companies that buy their loans on the secondary market – a 
crucial protection.   
 
NYRL lauds the Governor for his proposal that lenders issue a 60-
day pre-foreclosure notice, and afford borrowers the opportunity to 
negotiate with lenders before a foreclosure action may be filed.  
NYRL also commends the Governor’s commitment to press banks 
to modify unaffordable loans.  
 
Any comprehensive state foreclosure prevention policy must also 
provide meaningful assistance to homeowners facing foreclosure as 
a result of abusive and discriminatory lending practices.  
Accordingly, NYRL will continue to press the Governor to include 
in his Executive Budget funds to spearhead creation of a full-scale 
loan remediation fund.   
 
The foreclosure crisis threatens individual homeowners, entire 
communities, and the state’s economy overall.  NYRL looks 
forward to working with Governor Spitzer, and the NYS legislature, 
to prevent New Yorkers from losing their homes.  
 
NYRL is a coalition of 136 not-for-profit organizations state-wide, 
which promotes access to fair and affordable financial services and 
preservation of assets for all New Yorkers and their communities. 
 

# # # 
 
Contacts:  Josh Zinner, NEDAP, 212-680-5100 
     Bill Ferris, AARP, 518-434-4194 
     Kirsten Keefe, Empire Justice Center, 518-462-6831 

MEMBERS (as of 10.07): AARP  Abyssinian Development 
Corp.  ACCION NY  ACORN  Albany County Rural 
Housing Alliance  Albany Housing Coalition  Alternatives 
FCU  Anti-Discrimination Center  Asian Americans for 
Equality  Assoc. of Local Human Rights Commissioners of 
NYS  Assoc. for Neighborhood & Housing Development  
Assoc. for Neighborhood Rehabilitation  BEC New 
Communities HDFC  Bethex FCU  Better Neighborhoods  
Bridge Street Development Corp.  Brooklyn Branch NAACP  
Brooklyn Low-Income Tax Clinic, South Brooklyn Legal 
Services  Brooklyn-Wide Interagency Council of the Aging  
Buffalo Urban League  Brooklyn Cooperative FCU  
Bushwick Housing Independence Project  Capital District 
Community Loan Fund  Chautauqua Home Rehabilitation and 
Improvement Corp.  Chhaya CDC  Children’s Defense Fund 
- NY  Citizen Action of NY  City Wide Task Force On 
Housing Court  Community Action in Self-Help  Community 
Agency For Senior Citizens  CDC of Long Island  
Community Homeowners and Neighbors Gaining Economic 
Rights  Consumer Credit Counseling Services of Central NY  
Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Rochester   
Consumers Union  Cooper Square Committee  Cornell 
University Extension  Credit Education Bureau  Credit 
Where Credit Is Due  Cultural Renaissance for Economic 
Revitalization  Cypress Hills Local Development Corp.  DC 
37  Dēmos  Ellicott District Community Development  
Empire Justice Center  Erasmus Neighborhood Federation  
ESL FCU  Fair Housing Council of Central NY  Federation 
of Protestant Welfare Agencies, Inc.  Fifth Avenue Committee 
 Fillmore-Leroy Area Residents  Foreclosure Prevention 

Project, South Brooklyn Legal Services  Genesee Co-op FCU 
 Good Old Lower East Side  Greater Rochester Community 

Reinvestment Coalition  Group 14621 Community Assoc.  
Habitat for Humanity NYC   Health & Welfare Council of 
Long Island  Hempstead Hispanic Civic Assoc.  Hispanic 
Senior Action Council  Home Headquarters  The Housing 
Council  Housing Help  Housing Resources of Columbia 
County  Human Development Services of Westchester  Inner 
City Public Interest Law Project  Institute for the Puerto 
Rican/Hispanic Elderly  Jamaica Housing Improvement  
JPAC for Older Adults  Justice Action Center-Economic 
Justice Project, NY Law School  League of Women Voters – 
NYS  Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo  Legal Aid Society - 
Queens  Legal Services for the Elderly of Queens/LEAP  
Legal Services for the Elderly of Western NY  Legal Services 
of Central NY  Legal Services of NYC – Staten Island  Long 
Island Housing Services  Lower East Side People’s FCU  
Malcolm X Grassroots Movement  Margert Community Corp. 
 Marketview Heights Assoc.  Metro Justice of Rochester  

MFY Legal Services  Midwood Development Corp.  NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund  Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee 
 National Coalition for APA Community Development  

National Federation of Community Development Credit 
Unions  Neighborhood Economic Development Advocacy 
Project  Neighborhood Preservation Coalition of NYS  
Neighbors Helping Neighbors  NeighborWorks Alliance of 
NYS  NeighborWorks Rochester  NYC Financial Network 
Action Consortium  NY Public Interest Research Group  NY 
CDFI Coalition  NY StateWide Senior Action Council  NHS 
of NYC  NHS of Bedford-Stuyvesant  Northeast Brooklyn 
Housing Development Corp.  Nuevo El Barrio Para la 
Rehabilitacion de la Vivienda y la Economia  N.W. Queens 
Housing Corp.  Opportunities for Chenango  Parodneck 
Foundation  Pratt Area Community Council  Pratt Center for 
Community Development  Pride Senior Network  
Progressive Neighborhood FCU  Project Enterprise  Puerto 
Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund  Regional Center for 
Independent Living  Renaissance Economic Development 
Corp.  Rensselaer County Housing Resources  Rochester 
District Community Ministries, The United Methodist Church  
Rural Law Center of NY  Rural Opportunities  Snow Belt 
Housing Company  Sojourner House  St. John’s University 
School of Law Elder Law Clinic  St. Lawrence County 
Housing Council  Staten Island Center for Independent Living 
 Staten Island Interagency Council for Aging  Steuben 

Churchpeople Against Poverty  Syracuse Cooperative FCU  
Syracuse United Neighbors  Syracuse University Securities 
Arbitration and Consumer Law Clinic  Tomorrow’s 
Neighborhood Today, Sector 3  Troy Rehabilitation and 
Improvement Program  UAW Region 9A CAP Council  
United Rockaway Development Corp.  University 
Neighborhood Housing Program  Urban Justice Center  Utica 
Citizen Action  Westchester Residential Opportunities  West 
Harlem Group Assistance  Western New York Law Center  
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